' COMMENTS ON PARTICIPATION IN LABRADOR TBEATRE ARTS FESTIVAL IN GOOSE BAY 
MARCH 1-5, 1982 by Henry Beissel 


The Labrador Theatre Arts Festival was by far the most vigorous and ex~ 
citing event of this kind I have ever participated in. The Festival was organiz- 
ed by a special committee of teachers and brought hundreds of students to Goose 
B ay from as far away as Nain, some 250 miles to the north by bush plane. It 
involved activities in theatre, dance and music that went on every morning and 
afternoon; in the evenings there were theatrical presentations in Goose Bay 
High School auditorium, which were for the most part written and performed by 
the students themselves. 


Getting to Goose Bay had an element of drama itself. The plane that was 
to fly me there from Halifax shortly after midnight had mechanical problems and 
had to be replaced by a plane taken from cold storage. I finally arrived at 
Goose Bay a littel after 3 am on March 1. I was met by one of the organizers, 
Tim Borlase, who took me to my private quarters after giving me the week's 
schedule. I got to bed around 4 am and was up again at 7 am to begin a series 
of workshops, readings and appearances that were both exhausting and engrossing. 
Not counting my participation in the events in the evening (which brought me 
on stage 3 times), I was involved in 9 presentations in the course of which 
I talked to over 400 students from all parts of Labrador. Many of the students 
were native people, both Indian and Inuit. One visit (to Mud Lake) involved 
a ride in a komatik pulked by a ski-doo across the frozen wastes of the Chur- 
chill River at a temperature which, making allowance for the wind chill factor, 
must have been around ~- 40 C. I spent an afternoon with students from the 
Montagnais and Nascapi Indian tribes. 


Inspite @f the tiring pace of the Festival and the special burdens of the 
climate, I thoroughly enjoyed the experience. The students were possessed by 
an enormous curiosity and easily entered into a dialogue with me. In the course 
of the week I must have discussed every aspect of theatre imaginable: the prob- 
lems of constructing a play, the emergence of an authentic Candian theatre, 
the difficulties of making a living as a Playwright, the growth of audiences 
for Canadian drama all across the country, the function of collective creation, 
the techniques of developing plot and character in a script, ete. Some classes 
had read either INOOK AND THE SUN or UNDER COYOTE'S EYE and engaged me in a 
heated discussion about various aspects of these plays, especially the view 
of the native people and their world as expressed in these plays. They ex- 
pressed considerable satisfaction that a "white man" had protrayed them with 
so much sympathy and understanding. 


I was scheduled to fly to Hopedale on Thursday, but although I got up at 
5+30 am and was at the airport an hour later, I didn't magage to get there. High 
winds made landing along the northern coast impessible. I waited all morning 
for the winds to die down. In vain. The flight was cancelled. Efforts were made 
to get me on either an RCMP helicopter or the Mission plane next morning, but 
the RCMP helicopter had broken down and the Mission Plane didn't have space. 
Which was, perhaps, just as well because the Mission Plane flew to Hopedale, 
but weather conditions prevented it from taking off again and I might still be 
up there. It is not unusual for people to find themselves stranded in a coastal 
community for up to 3 weeks until the weather clears because Planes provide 
the only means of travel. Still, I am sorry I missed spending a couple of days 
in an Inuit community. 


Let me say in conclusion that the qppearance and participation of a Cana- 
dian playwright was an important aspect of the Theatre Arts Festival. Since 
they have no university én the region and only one public libraryp they are 
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generally excluded from the reading circuits of Canadian writers sponsored 

by the Canada Council. They feel resentful of this and very much appreciated 
that Playwrights Canada had been able to send me. They made as much use of 

me as they could and if my physical resources were somewhat strained by them 

I was happy to accommodate them. Because of the lack of personal appearances 
by Canadian writers in Labrador, little is known of Canadian theatre, Canadian 
dramatists, and generally of Canadian literature. None of the several hundred 
students I talked to could name a single Canadian playwright. One wit remarked 
that the only Canadian dramatist they had heard of was Margaret Trudeau. There 
is a need for us to be more active in that region. At any rate, I was glad to 
introduce them to a few names and to encourage the teachers to bring some 
Canadian drama énto the classroom. It will take time because there is a de~ 
finite pro-British bias, especially among the older generation, which derives 
both from the ethnic make-up of the region and the all too recent union of 
Newfoundland with Canada. 


submitted March 8, 1982 


Henry Beissel 
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REPORT ON READINGS, WORKSHOPS AND PRESENTATIONS BY HENRY BEISSEL 
AT THE LABRADOR THEATRE ARTS FESTIVAL IN GOOSE BAY, NFLD, MARCH 1 <5, 1982 


March 1: 9 - 11.30 am - Melville Lake School (North West River): 45/50 students 
1 - 3.15 pm = Peeman Mackenzie (Sheshatshi): two groups of 25 Stds. 


March 2: 9 am = 12 noon:t=- Lion's Club, (Happy Valley) workshop with 60 Students 

(from coastal settlements) 

$ 1 - 3.15 pm - Peacock Academy (Happy Valley): 3 groups of students 
(totalling 60/70) 


March 3: 8.45 - 11.30 am -Goose Bay High : 4 groups of 15/ 20 students each 
1.30 - 3 pm - Mud Lake School: 16 students (all grades) 
7 pm - Reading: Melville Lake Public Library 


March 4: 6am - waiting to fly to Hopedale, flight eventually cancelled on 
account of high winds 
1 - 3.15 pm - Robert Leckie High: 2 groups of students (totalling 
40/50 students) 


March 5: 9 = 10.30 am - Peacock Academy, participation in presentation of 
Nfld Theatre Company before 5/600 students 


EXPENSES AND FEES 


9 Readings ( at $ 150 eachs the Festival paid me $ 50 for each) $ 900.00 
fares (return flight Montreal Goose Bay) 470.50 

( VIA rail return fare Alexandria - Montreal) 10.00 
taxis (receipts enclosed) 30.50 
telephone (xerox of my bill enclosed) 14.12 
meals (receipts for $ 37.68 enclosed; I have added $ 35.00 


to cover cost of various snacks for which I got no receipts)72.68 


total $1,497.80 


(Note: I was privately housed so that there were no hotel expenses) 


submitted on March 8, 1982 
Henry Beissel 
P.O.Box 339 
Alexandria 
Ontario KOC 1A0 
613-527-2096 


